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Coraline: An Unexpected Masterpiece 

 Coraline, a fantasy thriller film brought to audiences by director Henry Selick, who also 

directed The Nightmare Before Christmas, is nothing short of a masterpiece in more ways than 

one. The film centers around a young girl, the titular protagonist, who has just moved across the 

country to a seemingly boring neighborhood. With parents who do not listen to her and the pain 

of leaving her old life behind, Coraline ends up in a world too good to be true where she 

becomes distracted by the allure and loses what she needed after all. Coraline is a story 

brilliantly told that surprises audiences and gives life to the generic story of the struggle of a 

protagonist who loses what she treasures most. 

 What stands out the most when watching the movie is the beautifully dark imagery and 

cinematography presented that exposes the viewer to a refreshing take on filmmaking. Coraline 

was created using solely 3D stop motion animation; Selick takes advantage of this particular 

style by playing with the coloring and lighting of scenes to create a sense of unusual fantasy and 

mystery that fully immerses the viewer. The cinematography fits the plot line perfectly, with the 

plot unusual and unexpected, mirroring how the production team constructs layouts and camera 

angles that astonish audiences. The fast paced editing of the film paired with the careful design 

and meticulousness of the stop motion animation make for a controlled chaos that causes viewers 

to experience a sense of panic yet optimistic for the ending. Without Selick’s hand in the 
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directing aspect of the film and the extraordinary cinematography present, Coraline would not be 

as unique and unreal as it is remembered for.  

 Since the film is made entirely using 3D stop motion, the acting is often ignored but with 

Dakota Fanning as the protagonist, Coraline, the character is brought to life with her incredible 

voice acting. Voice acting requires a strong voice to be its “face” when there is no real human 

face for audiences to relate to. Dakota Fanning takes the role as the angsty, rebellious teen with 

so much emotion in her voice it is hard to believe that she is not really on the screen. The viewer 

can often hear the disgruntled and overly annoyed tone that Fanning puts into Coraline when she 

speaks with her parents. Coraline is tied to the young girl’s relationship with her parents, which 

can be hard for filmmakers to really relate to the target audience of young children and preteens; 

casting Fanning as the protagonist strengthens the movie not just because of her fantastic acting, 

but also because she was just fourteen years old when she filmed the movie, adding a flair of 

teenage rebellion many can relate to.  

 Coraline has a script that is undeniably fit for its target audience while still maintaining 

its dark allure and fantasy, making it a great movie to see with anyone. It is made obvious as the 

movie goes on that it is originally intended for young children with the jokes that Coraline will 

says but there are also moments in which darker aspects are brought to light. For this reason, the 

film is seen as frightening for young children but still suits them with the dialogue that Coraline 

employs. This versatility that the movie possesses gives it a wider range of viewers and validates 

the script in regards to quality and capacity. A professional review by Randy Meyers from San 

Jose Mercury News goes on to further support this idea of audience versatility: “Whether you're 
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young, middle-age or older, you'll adore it” (Meyers). A film that can be seen with anyone is a 

film everyone should see.  

 Coraline is a film that will not only shaking in terror, but also teaches audiences to 

appreciate what they have and to never give up on loved ones, despite the numerous obstacles 

that might be in the way. Selick knows how to portray this well, which is why he has been 

critically acclaimed for his work on Coraline, but also other films as well. Although this film is 

targeted for younger audiences, do not give up on it, as it will surprise you with the darkness and 

important themes it exposes viewers to. This film is absolutely worth every minute because of its 

outstanding actors, incredible cinematography, and versatility with script and audiences and is 

one to be easily recommended.


